Excessive hepatitis-B surface antigen production after corticosteroids and the development of immunoblastic lymphoma.
The development of B-cell immunoblastic lymphoma in a 51 year old patient with hepatitis B virus related immune complex nephritis is described. The lymphoma was diagnosed eleven months after the administration of high dose corticosteroids which resulted in a striking increase in the HBsAg serum titer up to 1:1,000,000. This unusual association raises a number of interesting questions regarding the link between immune complex nephritis and immunoblastic lymphoma. The significance of corticosteroid therapy leading to excessive HBsAg secretion and the role played by this intense antigenic stimulation in the pathogenesis of lymphoma in this particular patient are also discussed.